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Capital: Goma: major economic 
centre with an estimated 
population of 800,000 
 
Surface: 59,483 km2 
~2.5% of the DRC. Almost twice 
the size of Belgium 
 

Population: 6 Million  
(~39 people/km2), 60% live in 
rural areas  
 
Main Languages: Swahili and 
French 
 

6 Territories: Masisi, Beni, 
Lubero, Rutshuru, Walikale, 
Nyiragongo 
 
5178 villages  

Natural Resources 
Gold, Diamond, Coltan, 
Cassiterite, Coltan, Niobium, 
Wolframite, Iron, Bauxite and 
Timber   
 

Nature 
UNESCO World Heritage listed 
Virunga National Park, is home 
to the mountain gorillas, and 
two active volcanoes, covers 
7,900Km2 or more than 10% of 
the province. There are two 
other national parks, the Kahuzi 
Biega and Maiko.  
 

Provincial Politics 
 

Governor:Julien Paluku 
Kahongya 
 

The Provincial Assembly (42 MPs 
with only 1 female MP) is 
dominated by the PPRD (9 
seats), the RCD/UCP (7 seats) 
and the MSR (5 seats) 
 

National Politics 
47 national MPs, 4 Senators and 
3 national Ministers are from 
North Kivu 
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Geography  
North Kivu borders Rwanda and Uganda to the east, Maniema 
to the west, Province Orientale to the north and northwest, 
and South Kivu to the south. It is also bordering three of the 
Great Lakes: Lake Kivu to the South, Lake Edward to the east 
and Lake Albert to the north. The province consists of three 
main cities: Goma as provincial capital, Beni and Butembo, 
and 6 territories with 17 collectivities and chiefdoms.  

Political situation  
North Kivu is one of the most volatile provinces due to its 
complex ethnic composition, porous borders with Rwanda and 
Uganda and the continuing presence of foreign and Congolese 
armed groups. However,  improvement in state authority was 
noticeable. The M23 militia group was defeated in November 
2013. Supported by MONUSCO, the DRC army is in full 
readiness to launch military operations against Rwandan FDLR 
by the end of January 2015. 
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